The Township takes great pride in its recreation facilities, and any decision made that affects the safety and welfare of our residents is carefully considered. Various products were considered before we decided to use recycled rubber mulch as the ground cover at the Pine Cone Zone.  We chose rubber mulch because it is the safest, most economical product available.  Guaranteed to last 50 years with minimal maintenance, recycled tire mulch has superior shock-absorbing qualities.  Compared to shredded wood mulch, which has a critical fall height of only 7 feet, rubber mulch has the ability to help protect children from falls as high as 10-13 feet.   It is almost two times more effective than other surfacing products, and exceeds ASTM standards for impact attenuation.  
Rubber mulch is an environment-friendly safety surface, manufactured from recycled automotive tires.  This safety surface meets the standards set by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM), and the Township followed the guidelines published in the Handbook for Public Playground Safety.  Rubber mulch is non-hazardous, non-toxic and 99.9% free of any foreign content.  Compare this to decomposing shredded wood mulch that holds moisture and is a vector for insects, molds, fungi and other allergens.  Additionally, testing data shows rubber mulch, even in its original black color is only 2 degrees hotter than soil temperature, and is significantly cooler than play sand by as much as 20 degrees.
So please, take the opportunity to visit our Pine Cone Zone.  It is a safe, healthy, and best of all – FUN – place to spend time with your children and build a lifetime of memories.
